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Adyvisory of Rabies prophylaxis during Covid -19 pandemic

1. Should we give anti rabies vaccines and rabies immunoglobulin/ rabies
monoclonal antibodies to stray animal bite cases, if they have received COVID-

19 vaccine recently?

Yes; Post Exposure Prophylaxis (PEP) is life-saving in all animal exposures. A
complete course of anti rabies vaccination and rabies immunoglobulin/rabies
monoclonal antibodies in all category IIl exposure must be administered, even if
they have received any dose of COVID-19 vaccine.

2. Should we give anti rabies vaccines and immunoglobulin/ rabies monoclonal
antibodies to person exposed to pet animal, if they have received COVID-19
vaccine recently?

If they have documentation of complete immunization of the pet that is healthy; PEP
may be deferred and biting dog/ cat may be observed for 10 days. If not; a complete
course of anti rabies vaccination and rabies immunoglobulin/ monoclonal antibodies
in category III exposure must be administered.

3. Is there a necessity to start PEP for provoked stray animal exposure (if the
community animal seems to be normal and available for observation) for the

patient who has received COVID-19 vaccine recently?

Yes; PEP should be started immediately since the vaccination/ health status of the
animal is unknown even though it is a community dog and available for observation.

4. Can post exposure prophylaxis (PEP) for animal exposures & COVID-19
vaccine be given on same day; if circumstances necessitate?

Yes; since both COVID-19 vaccine and PEP are essential and life-saving; they can
be given on the same day when situation demands, but at different sites.

5. If a person who has taken COVID-19 vaccine gets bitten by a stray animal on
the same day; can both anti rabies vaccine and Inj. Td be given on the same

day?

Yes; it has to be given at different sites, especially in category I1I exposures (severe
injuries).

6. What should be done if there is animal exposure to lactating mothers who
have received COVID-19 vaccine recently?

Since PEP is safe and life saving in lactating mothers; a complete course of anti
rabies vaccination and rabies immunoglobulins/rabies monoclonal antibodies in
category 11 exposure must be administered, even if they have received any dose of
COVID-19 vaccine.
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7. What should be done for patients re-exposed to animals, who have received
COVID-19 vaccine recently?

Post exposure prophylaxis should be started immediately as per recommended

schedule; since both COVID-19 vaccine and PEP against rabies are essential and
life-saving.

8. What will be the preferred route of rabies vaccination (ID/IM); if they have
received COVID-19 vaccine recently?

There is no evidence currently to choose one route over the other. Hen.ce, in
Government hospital it may be by intradermal (ID) route and in private hospital by

intramuscular (IM) route. WHO recognizes the equivalent clinical effectiveness of
both IM & ID routes.

9. Can we give intradermal rabies vaccine (IDRYV) for PEP in the same arm
where COVID-19 Vaccine was given IM?

No. Since we have to give IDRV to both the arms, it shall be preferably given at

other sites such as the suprascapular region and anterolateral thigh. This can also
avoid the discomfort of multiple pricks on the same arm.

10. Does it require any dose adjustment for r

abies vaccination (ID/IM) if they
have received COVID-19 vaccine recently?

No. The dosage is same irrespective of their a

ge and body weight and COVID-19
vaccine doses.

11. Is there any requirement to change the schedule of rabies vaccination after
receiving COVID-19 vaccine recently?

No; same schedule for both IM & ID as approved by Government of India/ package
insert has to be followed.

12. Can rabies vaccines be interchangeable

per the availability for completing the cou
vaccines?

(brand/ route of administration) as
rse; if they have received COVID-19

Evidence suggests that changes in the rabies v
administration should be allowed
completion of PEP. PEP need not be
administration should be adopted.

accine product and/or the route of
in unavoidable circumstances to ensure
restarted and the schedule of new route of

13. When should the second dose of COVID v

accine be scheduled, if the person
is exposed to animals after the 1** dose of CO

VID vaccine?
Wherever feasible, the second dose of COVID vaccine
minimum gap of two weeks after completing the |
time the person has to follow COVID

should be scheduled at a
ast dose of rabies vaccine; till that
appropriate behaviour,
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14. After receiving anti rabies vaccination, when can one take 1* dose of
COVID Vaccine?

The first dose of Covid-19 vaccination shall be given after a minimum gap of two
\iveeks following the last dose of rabies vaccine; till that time the person has to
follow COVID appropriate behaviour.

15. Is there any need to test for vaccine-induced neutralizing antibody (VNA)
for rabies vaccine co-administered with COVID-19 vaccine?

Currently there is no evidence to suggest its requirement. The WHO specified
minimum serum antibody concentration of 0.5 TU/mL for adequate seroconversion
after vaccination is reached by 7-14 days after PEP in most individuals. Testing of
VNA titres is not routinely recommended after PEP except in certain groups (e.g.
HIV/AIDS, cancer, patients on chemotherapy or long term steroid therapy etc) after
2-4 weeks of vaccination.

However, patients / physicians may be encouraged to submit serum samples of
individuals (who had concurrent COVID-19 vaccine and rabies vaccination) to
NIMHANS, Bangalore which is “WHO Collaborating Center for Reference &
Research on Rabies” for VNA testing two weeks after the last dose of rabies
vaccine, on voluntary basis. This will help to generate the scientific data.

16. Is there any data on safety & immunogenicity of rabies vaccine co-
administered with COVID-19 vaccine?

Currently, there is no data on safety & immunogenicity of rabies vaccine co-
administered with COVID-19 vaccines. However, the available evidence supports
safe co-administration of cell culture vaccines i.e., rabies vaccine with other
inactivated vaccines, such as DTP, JE and polio vaccines and also with live vaccine
such as MMR vaccine.

17. Which passive immunisation is preferred in category III exposures, if they
have received COVID-19 vaccines recently?

All of them i.e., HRIG, ERIG & RmAb are equally good and anyone can be given
depending upon the availability and affordability of the patient.

18. Is there any change in the volume of RIG/ RmAb infiltration, if they have
received COVID-19 vaccines recently?

No; the volume of RIG/ RmAb infiltration is as recommended by Government of
India/package insert, even if they have received COVID-19 vaccines recently.

19. What should be done to a COVID 19-patient in home isolation, if exposed to
pet animals?

If they have documentation of complete immunization of the pet, that is otherwise

healthy; PEP can be deferred and observation of the dog/cat for 10 days has to be

done. If not, a complete course of vaccination and immunoglobulins/monoclonal

antibodies in category III exposure must be administered as it is life saving. The
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